LINER NOTES FOR I LOVE BEING ABROAD BY BILL WHITE

Hi Bill

Here are some notes I compiled:

Recipient of a Jack Straw Grant, Julie Cascioppo was selected because of her longevity in the Seattle and International music scene, and the fact that she wanted to record original works that had until this time not been recorded.

Julie uses this opportunity to record her original songs penned while traveling "abroad", and others after she returned from her various sojourns to Paris, Istanbul Hong Kong and Bangkok.

Her recent recording SOMETHING COOL was a compilation of jazz and cabaret standards with 2 originals, This time everything is original.

Julie forages into her personal archives drawing on intriques and fantasies while performing as a jazz singer in 5 star hotels, in various international capitols.

 

The first 5 songs on this 11 song CD are her most recent compositions.  Writing the music with her basic guitar skills and aided by the genius and magic of local jazz players, Hans Teuber on sax and piano, Geof Harper on bass and D'vonne Lewis on drums her simple songs take on a deeper musical dimension than she could have imagined while writing these songs on rainy nights in her Ottoman Palace Hotel room, her atelier in Paris or  her Wallingford artist loft.

I LOVE BEING ABROAD, the first song on her new CD, and also the title of the CD, has a Brazilian semi-samba feel, with the arrangements done by Hans Teuber.  This song captures Julie’s playful attitude about traveling and being a woman alone, but never for long, so it seems. 

UNDER THE BLUE SKIES OF ISTANBUL, here Julie captures the essence of meeting a lovely romantic Turk, who can’t speak English but leads her to learn his language as he speaks with his hands.

I COULD COME BACK TO YOU, in this song Julie recounts a love affair that she would be willing to give up everything for…ah will she ever learn that when the trip is over, so is the affair? 

COLLEGE GIRL, is Julie’s straight talk to the father/daughter relationship that seems to be the wedge she must penetrate so that she can finally truly have her man…”college girl, get out a my way” .

The last 6 songs starting with I DREAMED I IIVED IN BUENOS AIRES were written for a “one-woman-show in the early 90’s, entitled FRENCH KISS, (years before Meg Ryan’s attempt at capturing the passion and adventure of a young woman alone in Paris trying to "find her way".)

 This series of songs was recorded in 93 in Seattle at the Inside studio , now gone, owned and recorded by Marty Jourard, of The Motels fame, ( saxophonist).  

These songs are a retelling of Julie's caprices in Paris.  Upon arriving in Paris having just one contact at first, an amazing domino affect took place and one adventure led to another... it all comes out in her songs...It was a combination of La Vie En Rose urban survival. Julie captures the romantic vibrancy and urban charm of a Paris that, at that time, still welcomed and loved 'AMERICAINE", and the Frank was relatively strong.

 

julie

