Reuse of Historic Windows
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Historic windows are major character defining features. Contrary to some interpretations, meeting LEED® guidelines does not require replacing historic windows. Historic windows can be reused in an energy efficient manner. A traditional single-glazed, double hung window has an R-value of 1, compared to R3 for a new double-glazed, low-e, double hung window. If the historic wall assembly has an R-value in the teens, taking a window from R1 to R3 will not provide sufficient energy savings to offset the cost of replacement windows and associated waste. The primary cause of infiltration can be addressed with jamb insulation, weather stripping, and trim repair. For an extra layer between the occupant and the elements, a storm window can be mounted to the existing window—interior or exterior—with little change to the character of the original unit. Many historic buildings featured hinged, wood storm windows that can be reused. Historic windows were constructed of dense, old growth wood. The life cycle of modern replacement windows is much shorter.
